James Kenneth (Ken) Champion, MD, FACS, was a nationally recognized expert in videoscopic general and thoracic surgery. He was the son of Lorraine Champion and the late James Champion and was born on August 15, 1951 Ken was married to Susan Mitchell Champion of Marietta, Georgia, who survives him. His children are Seth Champion, of Atlanta, Georgia; Victoria Champion of Weare, New Hampshire; and Gabriel Champion of Marietta, Georgia.
Ken was an avid collector of unique firearms and was a member of a local gun club. He was a talented painter and sculptor. He enjoyed gourmet cooking. His greatest loves were his family and pets. He also served on the homeowners' association board for the town of Seaside, Florida.
After an extended illness, Dr. Champion passed away at his home on September 25, 2016. Ken's wishes were to be cremated, and his remains were taken to the family's Seaside home where his ashes will be scattered in the Gulf of Mexico. At a later date, a celebration of Ken's life will be held at the family home in Marietta, Georgia.
Memorial gifts may be made to the ASMBS Foundation for obesity research, education, and access to care. To make an online donation or to download the donation form, please visit www.asmbsfoundation.org. OBES SURG (2017 ) 27:1 DOI 10.1007 /s11695-016-2481 
